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development projects, including those which will benefit ungulates, waterfowl and upland 
birds. Funds were allocated for the relocation and expansion of the Brooks Bird Hatchery and 
Research Centre; construction will begin in 1975 a few miles east of the present site. Research 
projects continued on pheasants, geese, deer and sheep, and a new project was initiated to 
examine alternative methods to raising wildlife on a reduced and changed land base. This latter 
research on the game ranching concept will be conducted, in part, at the new Alberta 
Environmental Laboratory and Research Centre in Vegreville, to be completed in 1978. 

British Columbia. The Fish and Wildlife Branch of the Department of Recreation and 
Conservation is responsible for the protection, enhancement and wise use of the wildlife and 
freshwater fish resources of British Columbia. Administrative and technical headquarters are 
in Victoria, with eight regional headquarters in the main centres of population, as well as 44 
district offices, three fish hatcheries and a number of permanent field stations throughout the 
province. The Branch promotes the wise and orderly use of upland birds, game animals and 
sport fish by licensing hunters and anglers and by determining and enforcing closed seasons, 
bag limits and other regulatory measures. It licenses and regulates the trapping of fur-bearing 
animals, the commercial propagation of game birds and fish, the activities of big-game guides 
and generally acts as manager of the province's wildlife. 

Through close contact and liaison with other government agencies and with private 
concerns involved in mining, forestry, agriculture, water use and transportation, the Branch 
actively fosters the preservation of a suitable land and water environment for wildlife and 
outdoor recreation. The Branch enhances the abundance and health of desirable species of 
animals by the acquisition of key areas of range for big game and waterfowl, by the operation 
of fish hatcheries and the stocking of lakes and by improving habitat for both fish and wildlife. 
To increase the understanding of the wildlife resource and provide a proper basis for wise 
management, it conducts and supports fundamental and applied research on fish and wildlife 
and their environment. 

The Branch's objective is to make a significant contribution to the economy and well-
being of British Columbia through wise management of game resources and of non-tidal 
fisheries. It attempts to maintain British Columbia's waters and lands in a state of continuing 
productivity through attention to such major matters as pollution and land use and encourages 
planned or integrated use of lands for forestry, agriculture and wildlife. The Branch also 
creates public awareness, through programs of education and information, of the values of 
wildlife resources and of the principles of wise management; protects the resource from 
unlawful and indiscriminate use and waste; and furthers the rights of the public as a consumer 
of the wildlife resource. 
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